7. Bairns’ Hoose

Bairns’ Hoose brings these justice partners together under one
coordinated, child-centred approach. It aims to minimise the
number of times a child tells their story, reduce exposure to
traditional court environments, and ensure access to
advocacy, therapeutic support and consistent
communication. By working closely with COPFS, SCRA and
SCTS, Bairns’ Hoose will help provide pathways where
decisions, evidence-gathering and support all occur in a
trauma-informed setting tailored to the child’s needs.
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2. Introduction

The Scottish justice system is made up of several
independent organisations with distinct roles, all of which
have important points of connection with the developing
Bairns’ Hoose model. Understanding these roles helps us
anticipate how children and young people may experience ‘
the system and how Bairns’ Hoose can offer a more

coordinated, trauma-informed response.
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4. Role COPFS

The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service
(COPFS) independently assesses whether there is
enough evidence for a criminal case and whether
prosecution is in the public interest. Their decisions
influence whether a child may later need to give
evidence and what protective measures will be put in
place. COPFS already relies on trauma-informed
approaches, such as special measures and
evidence-by-commissioner, which align closely with
the core principles of Bairns’ Hoose.



https://aberdeenshirechildprotection.org/bairns-hoose/
https://www.copfs.gov.uk/
https://scotcourts.gov.uk/
https://www.scra.gov.uk/children_articles/your-rights/

